THE THIN RED LINE

contingently to face, and mainly on the first of those two. It
forced the Empire to take out reinsurance policies to cover its
other risks. There resulted the Triple Entente, which reinsured
against dangers from the Central Land-Mass theatre, and the
Anglo-Japanese alliance, which reinsured against dangers from
the Western Pacific theatre. The withdrawal of all major units of
the British fleet from Eastern waters in 1906, as a direct outcome
of the latter event, was the most significant development in world
power-politics since the rise of Bismarck.

These policies enabled the whole disposable land power of the
British Empire to be concentrated in France and Flanders and the
Near East during the first world war, and its whole naval power
upon the task of containing the German fleet and protecting the
near-European sea routes. The Dominions and India were
drained of man-power to serve those two fronts, leaving the Far
Eastern and Far Western faces of the Empire almost wholly ex-
posed. As allies in this first death-struggle of the nineteenth-
century system, the Empire had three other major Powers, France,
Russia, and Italy,- giving it a strong foothold in continental Europe
itself. After three years of war, this combination was nevertheless
exhausted, and the whole system for which the Allies stood was
threatened with disaster; from which plight it was rescued only
by the intervention of the United States. From April 1917 until
November 1917, when the Russian front collapsed, six of the seven
great theatres of world power were waging war against the
seventh. Even so, the ultimate result was in doubt, and some of
the most perilous moments of the first world war were experienced
within six months of its end.

The old system asserted itself at last, but only with the greatest
difficulty. Even with its allies of Western Europe, the British
Empire alone had plainly proved unequal to the task that it had
discharged for the previous century. It had been compelled first
to treat with Japan, in order that its forces might be concentrated
in the west, and then to accept the aid of the United States. The
two-hemisphere Empire, as a self-sufficient pillar of world order,
was finished a generation before the fall of Singapore.

This was a situation which had to be faced and set right, if the
British Empire were to survive and if the system of world order
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